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Class of 1997

After getting a donor page on the Peace Corps website a week and a half ago, Williams’ mother, Mary
Jo, says the project has already received nearly $4,000. She’s hoping an offer by her brother to donate
20 percent of sales at his restaurant this Sunday — Petrini’s Restaurant at 14 W. Calle Laureles — will
bring in more support.

“He has a really good heart, a big heart,” she says of her son. “He’s just an incredibly compassionate
young person.”

Despite his admitted discomfort at asking for money, Williams also made a plea on his Web site,
beninelpital.blogspot.com, assuring visitors that he will send out photos and updates of the project as
he personally oversees its construction.

“I realize that many of you are feeling the tax-time crunch and the tightening tentacles of recession,”
he writes, “but if you have some spare cash, please think of El Pital and the bounties this project will
bring.”

With nearly one and a half years at El Pital under his belt already, Williams will stay on until
December, when his two-year commitment to the Peace Corps is up. Regardless of what he does then,

his mother says his family will always be proud of him.

“It was a bigger, greater change,” she says. “Bigger than himself. The greater world is out there and to
do something outside of yourself is a really good thing.”
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